
TARALYN (TARI) GARNER - BIO 

 

I have been fortunate to teach physical education and adapted physical education for 40 years and have 

experience with elementary through university age students. I began my career as a middle school 

physical education and adapted instructor in Junction City Kansas and then moved to Manhattan School 

District. In addition to teaching middle school, I was a head coach for track and tennis, cheerleading 

sponsor, assistant basketball and volleyball coach and department head for physical education. Upon 

completing my Master of Science degree at Kanas State University, I was offered the opportunity to 

teach full time at K-State and direct the University Faculty/Staff wellness program. I returned to 

Manhattan public schools as a director of adapted physical education and coordinated district adapted 

instruction, taught adapted physical education K-12, and provided teacher training and consultation. I 

attended and presented at KAHPERD while teaching in Kansas and was elected as the KAHPERD adapted 

chair. I moved to the Kansas City Missouri area in December of 1991 and taught as a long-term 

substitute at the State School for Severely Disabled until continuing my career with the Park Hill School 

District. During my tenure with the Park Hill School District, I taught physical education and adapted 

education at the middle school for five years and nineteen years at Park Hill High School. I was 

department head, staff/administration liaison, head coach for two sports and on the district curriculum 

writing team twice. While teaching in Park Hill, I completed my National Board and CAPE certification 

and was selected for the NBPTS Standards Committee Revision team. I was fortunate to work alongside 

thirteen other professionals in Washington DC for the NBPTS standards project. I was awarded the 

Kansas City District (2011), MOAHPERD Missouri (2012) and Central District SHAPE High School Teacher 

of the year in 2013. I was elected MOAHPERD President-elect in 2015 and served as the convention 

manager for two consecutive years. I continued my service on the Central District SHAPE America 

leadership council and executive team/President 2017 – 2021. I retired from the Park Hill School District 

in 2016 and worked as an elite SPARK trainer and presenter from 2016 to present. I was a contributing 

author to the School Specialty Inclusive Guidebook and consulted on a variety of projects at the Missouri 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. In 2019 I was recruited to teach at the State 

School for Severely Disabled and accepted a position as an adapted specialist and worked at Maple 

Valley for two years. In August of 2021, I began work with a non-profit to promote outdoor education 

programming across the United States. I have been a long-time member of AAHPERD and SHAPE 

America and believe strongly in the importance of professional organizations. When possible, I attended 

our National Conferences, presented several times, volunteered for work initiatives, and participated in 

Speak Out days. Throughout my career, I have promoted physical education and health for all students 

and always encouraged an inclusive environment. 


